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Palm Beach Resident Files Lawsuit Against Manny Pacquiao, Top Rank Inc., and DirecTV 

Suit Alleges Fraud After Boxer’s Loss to Rival Floyd Mayweather 

 

Fort Lauderdale (May  6, 2015) – In a case where the “fight of the century” became a heavy-

weight dud, a Wellington resident has filed a lawsuit against boxer Emmanuel “Manny” 

Pacquiao, boxing promoter Top Rank Inc., and DirecTV alleging fraud surrounding Pacquiao’s 

loss to rival Floyd Mayweather. 

The five count lawsuit, filed Tuesday in Broward Circuit Court, alleges unjust enrichment, 

breach of contract and fraudulent concealment, among other claims. Plaintiffs are seeking class 

action status. 

At issue is the revelation that Pacquiao had lied on the medical form he signed under oath 

immediately prior to the fight on May 2 about an existing shoulder injury. Pacquiao went on to 

lose in a performance that viewers and boxing analysts complained didn’t live up to pre-fight 

billing. 

Had the injury been disclosed, the Nevada Athletic Commission likely would have cancelled the 

fight and Pacquiao would have lost an estimated $80 million payout, the suit alleges. 

“It was clear that this wasn’t the Manny Pacquiao everybody has watched for years and who 

had been promised in pre-fight promotions,” said Todd Falzone, partner with Fort Lauderdale 

law firm Kelley/Uustal. “What was clear when news of the injury was revealed is that he had a 

huge incentive not to report the injury. It is unprecedented to have a global sporting event like 

this where one of the participants defrauded the public – and admitted it the next day.” 

Like thousands of other DirecTV customers, plaintiff Michael Elstein paid $99 to watch the fight. 

Soon after the fight began, it was clear to that Pacquiao was hampered. 

“Despite the lofty reputation and background of the two athletes, the fight was generally 

considered to be a ‘dud’ as Mayweather won by a unanimous decision in a boring, defensive-

oriented match,” the complaint reads. 

On May 3, promoter Top Rank Boxing released a statement acknowledging that Pacquiao had 

suffered a torn rotator cuff, or serious shoulder injury, weeks prior to the fight. The injury will 

require surgery and a year-long recovery. With Mayweather hinting at retirement after this 

bout, the incentive was there to hold the fight, attorneys allege. 
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“Top Rank and Pacquiao’s camp are calling such lawsuits frivolous, but you’re talking about an 

astronomical amount of money – close to a billion dollars, between wagers, DirecTV 

subscriptions and other money involved,” said Jordan Lewis, Kelley/Uustal partner and co-

counsel on the case. “Had Pacquiao disclosed the extent of his injury, there would have been no 

fight. I’m sure most people would not have put down $100 to watch a one-armed man take on 

Floyd Mayweather. The public has the right to rely on what they’re buying. When you engage in 

what amounts to fraud, you have to be held accountable.” 

About Kelley/Uustal 

With law offices in Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach and the Florida Keys, the law firm of 

Kelley/Uustal is a leading personal injury practice and trial law practice serving clients 

throughout the state of Florida. The firm has earned significant jury verdicts and legal 

settlements the areas of tobacco litigation, automobile accident, workplace injuries, product 

liability and health-related cases. For more information, visit www.JusticeForAll.com or call 954-

522-6601. 
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